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So to answer—and that’s a long answer, 
and, by the way, it’s my last answer, be-
cause you’re paying me a lot of money, 
or probably—[laughter]. I’m not going to 
argue about my salary. [Laughter] But I’ve 
got to get back to work. I do want to thank 
you for your interest. I hope you can tell 
I understand the importance of making 
sure America is entrepreneurial heaven. 

You know, one of the things that I love 
when I travel the world is you can get 
a sense for the country by asking questions. 
One of the things about our country is it’s 
a place where you can start with zero, you 
start with a dream and a good idea—in 
this case, a good mom and dad—and take 
risk and realize your dream. And it’s really 
important we keep it that way forever. 

America has got to be a place where 
dreamers can realize their dreams, and I 
love being in the midst of dreamers. 

Thanks for letting me come by. God 
bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. at 
JK Moving & Storage. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Randy Minchew, chairman, 
Loudoun County Republican Committee; 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia; 
Charles Kuhn, president, chief executive offi-
cer, and founder, JK Moving & Storage, Inc., 
and his mother, Shirley; Linda Graves, wife 
of former Gov. Bill Graves of Kansas; Gov. 
Timothy M. Kaine of Virginia; Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Foundations Involved With Gulf Coast 
Recovery 
January 19, 2006 

Laura and I are so thankful that Dr. 
Francis and Leland Speed—Dr. Francis is 
from Louisiana; Mr. Leland Speed is from 
Mississippi—are here to brief not only Don 
Powell and myself and Laura but also 
members of the compassion community 
here in America. We’ve got charities from 
all across the country, foundations from all 
across the country who have come to listen 
to the needs of the good people in Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana and the gulf coast 
region. 

Don and I talked about the commitment 
of the Federal Government; we’ve com-
mitted $85 billion thus far. But we also 
made it very clear that we’re going to need 
the help of—the continued help, I might 
add, of America’s charities and foundations. 
Part of making sure the money is spent 
well is to hear from the local folks about 
what is needed; how can we help; how 
best can the money be spent. 

And that’s exactly what we’ve done today. 
We’re going to make sure that the Federal 
money is spent wisely and local money and 
charitable money is spent wisely as well, 
all aimed at making sure that the folks in 
Louisiana and Mississippi get back on their 
feet and this vital region of our country 
is up and running again. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that out of this incredible dev-
astation will come a better tomorrow. 

And again, I want to thank all the people 
who have taken time out of your busy 
schedules to come and show your interest 
and represent your foundations and let the 
good folks know, in that troubled part of 
the world, that their voices of despair and 
concern are being heard all around the 
country. 

So thank you all for coming. I appreciate 
it very much. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in 
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Ex-
ecutive Office Building. In his remarks, he 
referred to Norman Francis, chairman, Lou-
isiana Recovery Authority; Leland Speed, di-
rector, Mississippi Development Authority; 

and Donald E. Powell, Chairman, Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, in his capac-
ity as coordinator of Federal gulf coast relief 
efforts. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 21, 2006 

Good morning. This past Thursday, I vis-
ited a thriving company in Loudoun Coun-
ty, Virginia, named JK Moving & Storage. 
I met with the owners and workers and 
with small-business people from the area, 
and I discussed my agenda to keep Amer-
ica’s economy growing and to help our 
small businesses stay vibrant and strong. 

Our agenda for growing the economy 
and helping small businesses starts with 
wise tax policy. Our economy grows when 
American workers and families can keep 
more of their hard-earned money to spend, 
save, and invest as they see fit. Small busi-
nesses create most of the new jobs in our 
country, and tax relief helps them as well, 
because most small businesses pay taxes at 
individual income tax rates. 

So after I took office, we cut taxes on 
everyone who pays income taxes, leaving 
more money in the hands of workers and 
families and giving small businesses more 
resources to expand and hire. We increased 
the tax incentives for small businesses to 
invest in new equipment, and we cut taxes 
on dividends and capital gains. We also put 
the death tax on the road to extinction, 
because farmers and small-business owners 
should not be taxed twice after a lifetime 
of work. 

Thanks to tax relief, spending restraint, 
and the hard work of America’s entre-
preneurs and workers, our economy today 
is strong. We’ve added over 400,000 jobs 
in the last 2 months and over 4.6 million 
jobs since May 2003. Our unemployment 

rate is now 4.9 percent, lower than the 
average rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. 
Our economy grew at 4.1 percent in the 
third quarter of 2005, and it has been 
growing at nearly that rate for 2 years. Real 
after-tax income has grown 7 percent per 
person since 2001. Productivity is high; in-
flation is contained; consumers are con-
fident; and more Americans now own their 
homes than at any time in our Nation’s 
history. 

Unfortunately, just as we are seeing how 
our tax cuts have created jobs and oppor-
tunity, some in Washington want to repeal 
the tax relief. Others want to just let it 
expire in a few years. Either way, they want 
to raise your taxes. If that happens, families 
across America would see their taxes in-
crease dramatically. Small businesses would 
also pay higher taxes, which would mean 
less money to hire workers and buy new 
equipment. To keep our economy growing 
and our small-business sector strong, we 
need to ensure that you keep more of what 
you earn, so Congress needs to make the 
tax cuts permanent. 

For the sake of America’s small busi-
nesses, workers, and families, we must also 
make health care more affordable and ac-
cessible. A new product known as health 
savings accounts helps control costs by al-
lowing businesses or workers to buy low- 
cost insurance policies for catastrophic 
events and then save, tax free, for routine 
medical expenses. This year, I will ask Con-
gress to take steps to make these accounts 
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